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Biography of Death Notice  N. 12 

 

The Region of Österreich-Deutschland recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear 

brother Franz KERSCHBAUMMAYR, priest, of the Albertus Magnus-Schule 

Community, Vienna, Austria, who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on May 

22, 2021, in Linz, Austria, at the age of 90 with 66 years of religious profession. 

  

Franz was born on September 22, 1930 in Unterweißenbach (Upper Austria). In 1936, 

the family moved to Waldneukirchen (Upper Austria). After attending elementary 

school in Waldneukirchen and secondary school in Sierning (with an interruption due 

to the war), he entered the newly reopened teacher training college in Linz 

(Stifterstraße) in 1946, which was run by the Marianists. The boarding school, also run 

by the Marianists, was housed in the Salesianum. After the war, Franz graduated from 

high school in 1951.  He became a teacher in the Innviertel (Burgkirchen and 

Ranshofen). 

  

Franz obtained his diploma as an elementary school teacher in the fall of 1953. He 

entered the Marianist novitiate at Greisinghof in November. On November 30, 1954, 

he took his first vows and then worked for four years as an educator at his former 

teacher training school in Linz.  At the same time, he studied philosophy and theology 



 

in Linz. He professed his perpetual vows on July 20, 1958. He then entered the 

International Marianist Seminary in Fribourg, Switzerland, where he studied theology 

at the university. On July 16, 1961, Cardinal Paolo Marella ordained him. 

  

From 1961 to 1966, Franz worked as a popular religion teacher at the Marianum in 

Vienna, which at that time housed an elementary school and teacher training 

college.  This work suited his nature and talent. For some years, he was also spiritual 

director and master of the scholastics. In 1963, he began to study pedagogy at the 

University of Vienna.  He completed these studies in 1968, obtaining the title of Doctor 

of Philosophy.  The title of his thesis was: "the attitude of faith and the practice of faith 

of Catholic students in schools in Austria." 

  

Franz was able to spend the 1968/69 school year in Munich, where he studied at the 

Catechetical-Homiletics Institute and gained his first experience in parish ministry as 

chaplain of Queen of Peace parish. 

  

From 1969 to 1976, Franz worked as a professor at the Pedagogical Academy of the 

Diocese of Linz for religious education, teaching and sociology.  At the same time, he 

was a catechist at the Academy's elementary school. During these years, he played a 

very important role as weekend and vacation chaplain at Greisinghof, where he was 

also very involved with the youth. 

  

From 1976 to 1984, Franz worked again at the Marianum in Vienna, as director and 

catechist at the elementary school, as director of the hostel and as director of the 

community. When the community was closed, he moved to the student hostel ("Jakob-

Gapp-Heim"), located next to the Marianum.  He managed the hostel and lived there 

until a few years ago. 

  

From 1984 until his retirement in 1992, Franz was professor of religion at the Albertus 

Magnus-Schule in Vienna. Beginning in 1998, he became the weekend vicar in the 

parish of Kaltenberg (Upper Austria), a pilgrimage church near his hometown.  This 

church had been close to his heart since childhood. 

  

Franz was a faithful friend and dedicated pastor. 

  

A punctured aorta led to his sudden death. May he rest in peace! 
  

 


